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Status 

1)12 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 May 1999 . 

. piM Ai 2b)S This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) B Claim(s) 1:4 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) tzA is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

HjD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 

12)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §§ 102/103 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

States. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention ^^^J^SS^Sd'Jnd 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the d.fferences ^^^^SS at the time the 
the prior art are such that ^JJ^jS^ry ^ to whfch said subject matter pertains. 

3. Claims 1 - 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Nagamoto et al. (EP 0798355A2). 

Applicants broadly claim a pressure-sensitive adhesive sheet comprising a 
pressure-sensitive adhesive layer and a substrate exhibiting certain viscoelastic 
properties. 

Nagamoto et al. disclose a pressure-sensitive adhesive sheet comprising a 
pressure-sensitive adhesive layer and a pho.ccurable resin substrate composed of the 
urethane acrylate oiigomer and polyene thiol resin in Applicants' preferred embodiment 
as noted on page six of the specification. (See, page 3, lines 9-20.) 

The Examiner deems the properties of the substrate as defined in claims 1 and 2 
,o be inherent or obvious within the invention of patentees. Nagamoto et al., described 
above, disclose all of the claim limitations except for the properties of the substrate as 
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defined in claims 1 and 2. However, since Nagamoto et al. use the same materials as 
the Applicants in the same amounts as the Applicants, and it appears that the subtrate 
of Nagamoto et al. is structurally and chemically identical as the Applicants' substrate, it 
is the Examiner's position that the substrate of Nagamoto inherently exhibits an identical 
dynamic viscoelasticity (claim 1 ) and Young's modulus (claim 2) as the Applicants- 
claimed substrate. In addition, the presently claimed viscoelasticity and modulus 
properties would obviously have been provided in the product of Nagamoto et al. Note 
In re Best , 1 95 USPQ at 433, footnote 4 (CCPA 1 977) as to the providing of this 
rejection under 35 USC 103 in addition to the rejection made under 35 USC 102. 
Nagamoto et al. either anticipates or strongly suggests the claimed subject matter. 

Finally, the Examiner cursorily renders nominal the methods of use of claims 3 
and 4 because these uses are clearly within the skill of the art for which the article is 
intended. 

4 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner y sho q uld be directed to Frederick G. Dea r 'whose teleph one number ,s 703- 
305-0547 The Examiner can normally be reached from 08:00 - 16.30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the exam.ne s 
superv so T^rel H. Morris can be reached at 703-308-241 4. The fax phone numbers 
for the Technology Center 1700 are 703-872-9310 for regular commun.cations and 703- 
872-931 1 for After Final communications. nr 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of th.s application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1495. 

Frederick G. Dean 

Patent Examiner . 

January 12, 2000 lyC^^j/^ 
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